Welcome to our First Grade classroom!
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Helpful Information for Mrs. Stewart’s First Grade Parents
1. First Grade will be a very exciting year!  In our classroom, your child will experience days filled with fun and educational activities, including various opportunities for individualized learning and growing.  We will have a teacher assistant, Mrs. Kim Turner, whom we will share with 3 other first grade teachers. 
2. I have a website that I update weekly, on Mondays.  My website will be up and running on Monday, September 9th.  The address is www.mrsstewartfirstgrade.weebly.com .  I will send an e-mail reminder each Monday for you to check it for your child’s weekly homework and any class news and updates. 
3. Your child has an orange daily folder.  Please check it DAILY and return the folder to school each day.  This folder is also a great place for you to include notes for me, lunch money, field trip money, etc., as these folders will be checked each morning.  It’s a wonderful, consistent place for us to communicate daily!  (  I also primarily communicate through e-mail, so any time you have a question or concern, please e-mail me at rstewart@wcpss.net and I will reply back as soon as I am able.
4. On Monday, September 9, your child will begin receiving homework.  Homework will begin gradually.  The first week will be just spelling activities and reading each night for 10 minutes.   The spelling activities will be included in your child’s folder.  Please keep these activities in a safe place, as your child will use them for his/her spelling homework throughout the year.  Your child should do one activity each night.  Your child’s spelling list will be included weekly, on Mondays. The second week I will add a reading fluency activity and the third week, math will be added.  Homework should be completed and turned in (only the reading fluency sheet and math book pages) each Friday.  Spelling tests will be given on Fridays. 
5. We will have a snack each day.  Please send a piece of washed and prepared fruit or veggies, or another healthy snack.  I appreciate you saving cookies and chips for lunchtime or a special treat at home.  Thank you!

6. I would love to celebrate your child’s birthday in class.  Please let me know, at least one week in advance, if/when you would like to bring in a special treat for your child’s birthday.  Sometimes we may end up with several birthdays in a week, or sometimes even two on the same day.  Checking with me first helps to avoid too much sugar in one day!  Birthday treats will be shared during our snack time at 2:10.  There are food allergies in this class, so please do not send in any treat that includes nuts.  I will speak to the parents of students with allergies on an individual basis.  Thank you!(  

7. Please dress your child appropriately for the weather as well as First Grade activities (paint, markers, etc.).  Daily outdoor play is part of our curriculum, and students benefit from this experience.  We would encourage you to have your child wear sneakers every day, or to keep a pair in his/her backpack.  During warm weather, it may be beneficial to leave a sweater/sweatshirt in school, as the air conditioning may cause the room to be cool.  Also, please send a water bottle to school with your child.  Obviously, in August and September, the weather can become very hot.  In addition, if you feel sunscreen is necessary, please apply it in the morning before school.  School staff members are not permitted to apply sunscreen to the children.
8. If your child will buy a school lunch, we strongly encourage putting lunch money in a cafeteria account, so that lunch will be a more enjoyable experience for all of us!  
9. Lunch numbers – Every child in the school will be assigned a lunch number.  Students are now required to memorize their NC Wise numbers, which are quite long.  I will have reminders for them for the first few weeks, but please help your child memorize his/her number.   If your child attended Mills Park last year, it will be the same number.
10. If your child will bring a lunchbox to school, please practice opening containers and cleaning up at home.  Please note that carbonated beverages are not permitted in the cafeteria.

11. Please notify me IN WRITING if your child’s transportation will change on a particular day, week, or month.  Some days it may be difficult for me to check my e-mail throughout the day, so if the change is last-minute, please call the school.  I will always send the children home via the usual mode of transportation unless a written note (or call to the school) is provided.  Please do not e-mail me with transportation changes, as I may not be able to check my e-mail before dismissal.  Thank you so much for your cooperation as I strive to keep all children safe and happy.

12.  The method of evaluation in First Grade is a Parent-Teacher conference and report card after the first nine weeks of school, and a report card sent home after each grading period.  I will also offer a student-led conference after the third grading period.  I will send home a sign up sheet for conferences both times, when the time is drawing near.  Due to the activity during the school day, I am unfortunately unavailable to conference with you unless we have an appointment scheduled.  This allows me to give undivided attention to the children during the school day, and we can properly sit down to discuss your child’s growth and progress.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

13.   We will be participating in the Scholastic Book Club. If you wish to order books, I will be setting up parent on-line ordering.  Please look for our first flyers and instructions on how to order the week of September 9.  Do not feel obligated to order books, but please keep in mind that I do receive one free book for the classroom with each on-line order.
Thank you for taking the time to read these “helpful hints”.  I look forward to a very successful school year with you and your child.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Rosemary Stewart
