Helpful Information for Kindergarten Parents

1. Your child will have a daily “Mills Park Information” folder (blue), in which you will find notes from the teacher, field trip forms, occasional homework papers, family projects, etc.  This is also a great place for you to include notes for the teachers, lunch money, book orders, etc. These folders will be checked each morning.  It’s a wonderful, consistent place for us to communicate daily!  ( In this orange folder, you will find a daily behavior report. Please keep this paper in the folder for the duration of the month. According to out behavior management program (see attached), a colored dot will tell you where your child landed on our clip chart for that day. Comments will be included, as appropriate. Please initial the colored dot each night.
2. Every Tuesday, your child will receive additional important information in his/her “Mills Park Information Folder”.  NEW THIS YEAR - - Letters from the principal, messages from the PTA and school-wide information will be posted on the school website and/or PTA website.  You MUST create an account with the PTA to purchase spirit wear, buy yearbooks, etc. Please read all contents of the folder and return it to school, as usual.  
  

3. We will have a snack each day.  Please send a piece of washed and prepared fruit or another healthy snack.  We appreciate you saving cookies and chips for lunchtime or a special treat at home.  Thank you!

4. Please dress your child appropriately for the weather as well as Kindergarten activities (sand, paint, clay, etc.).  Daily outside play is part of our curriculum, and students benefit from this experience.  During warm weather, it may be beneficial to leave a sweater in school, as the air conditioning may cause the room to be cool.  

5. We are fortunate enough to have a bathroom in our Kindergarten classroom; however, we know that accidents do occur.  Therefore, it is important for your child to have a complete set of extra clothes (including socks and underwear).  Please place all labeled items in a plastic bag with your child’s name on the outside of the bag.  Don’t forget (we will remind you) to change the clothes as the seasons change and the little ones grow!  (
6. If your child will buy a school lunch, we strongly encourage putting lunch money in a cafeteria account.  The cafeteria does sell “extra” goodies, such as cookies, chips and ice cream, but we discourage buying these on a regular basis since Kindergarteners will often eat the “extras” rather than their meal. You are able to place a hold on your child buying these “extras” at lunch by going to your online account, or speaking to the cafeteria manager.
7. Student Numbers – Every child in the school will be assigned a student number (this will be used at lunch and in technology class).  Please help your child memorize this number, as it will remain their student number throughout elementary school. Thank you!

8. If your child will bring a lunchbox to school, please practice opening containers and cleaning up at home.  Please note that carbonated beverages and glad containers are not permitted in the cafeteria.
9. Please notify us IN WRITING if your child’s transportation will change on a particular day, week or month.  Kindergarten children may become confused and we will always send them home via the usual mode of transportation unless a written note (or call to the school before noon) is provided.  Thank you so much for your cooperation as we strive to keep all children safe and happy.

10. Please check to make sure that your child’s immunization record has been updated.

11. The method of evaluation in Kindergarten is a Parent-Teacher conference after the first nine weeks of school, and a written report card sent home after the first, second, third  and fourth grading periods.  I will email a sign up sheet for conferences when the time is near.  Due to the activity during the school day, I am unfortunately unavailable to conference with you unless we have an appointment scheduled.  This allows me to give undivided attention to the children during the school day, and we can properly sit down to discuss your child’s growth and progress.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

12. We will be participating in the Scholastic Book Club.  The children will bring home a monthly flyer.  If you wish to order books, please complete the online order form. This program helps us to get FREE books for our classroom. 
Thank you for taking the time to read these “helpful hints”.  We look forward to a very successful school year with you and your child.

Mrs. Stewart and Mrs. Amyot
